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Open Space Design Process 
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Existing PCRC Bylaw 

Purpose:  
 Allow residential development that 

encourages the preservation of open space: 
 

• Preservation of significant land 
• Water 

•   Historic space 
•   Archeological and natural resources 
• Consistent with Acton 2020 and the Open 

Space and Recreation Plan. 
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Existing PCRC Bylaw 

• Requires Special Permit 

• Minimum area of 8 acres 

• Allowed in R-2, R-4, R-8, R-8/4, R-10, and 
R-10/8 

• No regulations for open space site design 

 

 
3 



MGL: AN ACT RELATIVE TO CLUSTER 
DEVELOPMENTS  

 
 

Section 9 of chapter 40A of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1998 Official Edition, 
is hereby amended by inserting after the fourth paragraph the following paragraph: 
 

 Notwithstanding any provision of this section 
to the contrary, zoning ordinances or by-laws 
may provide that cluster developments shall 
be permitted upon review and approval by a 
planning board pursuant to the applicable 
provisions of sections 81K to 81GG, inclusive, 
of chapter 41 and in accordance with its rules 
and regulations governing subdivision control.  

 
Approved July 27, 2000 
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Draft PCRC Bylaw By-right  
With Open Space Design Process 

• The only by-right method 
• No minimum acreage  
• R-2, R-4, R-8, R-8/4, R-10 and R-10/8 
• Affordable Housing Overlay  
• Senior Residences  
• Open space design process 
• Standards for open space design process 
• All other methods require Special Permits 
 

Exceptions:  
– ANRs encouraged to follow open space design process 
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Draft PCRC Bylaw By-right  
Section 5. Dimensional Regulations 

 
 

(19) Section 9, 

Planned 

Conservation 

Residential 

Community (PCRC) 

guidelines are the 

by-right method for 

development, 

complete 

redevelopment and 

subdivision in the 

R-2, R-4, R-8, R-

8/10 and R-10 

Residential Zoning 

Districts.  
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• Subdivision Rules and Regulations new section:  

 PCRC Design Process 
– Conservation Analysis 

– Board and Commission Determination of 
Conservation Areas 

– Standards For Approval 
 

• Subdivision Rules and Regulations new section: 

  PCRC Design Standards 
 

 

 

Draft PCRC Subdivision Rules and 
Regulations  

With Open Space Design Process 
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 Conventional Subdivision  

vs.  
Open Space Design Subdivision 

 
 

Stratford Hall, Weddington, NC 
 (Designed by Randall Arendt, Greener Prospects) 

 
 

Conventional subdivision 35 parcels Open space design subdivision 35 parcels 
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